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ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE ACT — REGULATIONS CO-DESIGN 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.05 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to update 
the house on the progress of co-designing key regulations and supporting documents for the Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Act 2021. Earlier this year, on 29 March, I officially launched a three-phase co-design program and I am 
pleased to advise that the workshops that form part of the first phase have been completed on schedule. A collection 
of fact sheets released in early April provided an overview of the 10 matters that are the subject of co-design. Each 
of these fact sheets focused on key sections of the new act and included questions to assist respondents and workshop 
participants in preparing their input and submissions. Across 15 workshops, participants were taken through each 
of the components being co-designed that will form Western Australia’s new system for protecting Aboriginal 
cultural heritage. The workshops, held from 26 April to 13 May throughout the state, were attended in person by 
approximately 300 participants. I had the good fortune of attending the workshops held in Kalgoorlie and in my 
electorate of Armadale, and was very encouraged by the spirit in which attendees participated. 
A further two-day workshop of approximately 65 participants representing Aboriginal groups, mining and industry, 
pastoral and farming, local government and state government agencies was conducted in Perth earlier this month. 
Aboriginal people and Western Australians with an interest in the new legislation now have until 27 May 2022 to 
share their views as part of the first phase. The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage will then review all 
information collected to further advance the matters being co-designed. As I have previously advised the house, 
co-design is a collaborative approach to the design of a document, product or service that respects the expertise of 
those involved and creates an environment that allows all participants to influence the end product. Across the three 
rounds of co-design, we will consider the aspirations and opposing views of participants and work collaboratively 
to agree on a solution. We expect to commence phase 2 engagement in early July 2022, which will include a further 
round of community workshops and, with the hope the COVID-19 situation will have improved, will conduct 
workshops in more locations, including in remote Aboriginal communities. 
Finally, I would like to thank Hon Rosie Sahanna, member for the Mining and Pastoral Region, who participated 
in four of the workshops held within her division, as well as the two-day workshop in Perth. I also sincerely thank 
the members of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Reference Group, which is overseeing the co-design process. 
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